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Unit Title:  Walk like an Egyptian  
 
Unit Designers (Content Area, Grade Level Team): Social Studies Team 
 
Level(s): Grade 6 

 
Time Span: 6 weeks 

 
Content Area: 

Career Prep       Health/PE                         M&C Languages   Social Studies                   
English Language Arts           Mathematics            Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
     Summary of Unit: 
 Students will explore the government and economy and the impact of history and geography on modern 

culture and daily life for the people of Egypt.  Throughout the unit, they will apply their knowledge and 
understanding of the five themes of geography to this region of the world.  Students will know the major 
land types, varied climates and significant geographic features like the Nile River that impact the North 
African people.  Students will also examine the mysteries of Egyptian culture and how archaeologists 
decipher clues to the past.   

 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators:  
 
A1 Researching and Developing Positions on 
Current Social Studies Issues  
A1f. Evaluate and verify the credibility of the 
information found in print and non-print sources.  
A1g. Use additional sources to resolve contradictory 
information.  
A1h. Summarize and interpret  information found in 
varied sources and/or from fieldwork, experiments, and 
interviews 
A1i. Select a clear supportable position.  
B1 Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and Patterns of 
Civics/Government  
B1a. Explain that the study of government includes the 
structures and functions of government and the political 
and civic activity of citizens.  
 D1 Geographic Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and 
Patterns  
D1a. Explain that geography includes the study of 
physical, environmental, and cultural features of the 
State, nation, and various regions of the world to 
identify consequences of geographic influences and 
make predictions.  
D1d. Describe the impact of change, including 
technological change, on the physical and cultural 
environment.  
E1 Historical Knowledge, Concepts, Themes, and 
Patterns  
 
 
 

 
E1a. Explain that history includes the study of past 
human experience based on available evidence from a 
variety of sources; and explain how history can help 
one better understand and make informed decisions 
about the present and future.  
 
Common Core: Literacy in Social Studies 
Reading 
R1  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources. 
R4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to 
domains related to history/social studies. 
R7  Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, 
photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in 
print and digital texts. 
R8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned 
judgment in a text. 
Writing 
W1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific 
content. 
a. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, 
acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate 
or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and 
evidence logically. 
b. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
W9  Draw evidence from informational texts to support 
analysis reflection, and research
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Key Knowledge And Skills Students Will Acquire: 
Students will explain the structures and functions of government and how it influences its citizens.   
Students will be able to explain the unique physical qualities of the Nile River and how they facilitated 
movement and trade.   
Students will be able to describe the impact of innovations such as papyrus, reed boat, mummification, 
pulley system, etc. on the growth and progress of a civilization.  
Students will recognize the contributions of ancient Egypt and how it affected cultural developments over 
time.  
Students will theorize what major factors contribute to the rise and fall of a civilization such as leadership, 
climate, and how we use our natural resources.  

 
How students will provide evidence of their understandings: 
Informal assessments:  through observations, projects, research of ancient Egyptian innovations, maps, 
and graphs and solving the mystery of who killed King Tut? (graphic organizer) 
Practice feature article: Cleopatra  
Formal Assessment:  feature article   
Informal assessment through observations, projects, research of ancient Egyptian innovations, maps, 
graphs, and an Egyptian Tomb. 

 
Key Pre-Requisite Knowledge and Skills: 
Students should know how to use mapping skills, geographical terms, research skills, and the five themes 
of geography. 
Students should know that cultures differ in their use of similar environments and resources. 
Students should be able to tell how geography affects economic activity.    
Students will understand how government has evolved.  
 
Enduring Understandings: 
Overarching Enduring Understandings: 
 The evolution of innovations is an ongoing process that demonstrates progress. 

 History is a mystery, waiting to be solved. 

 
Unit Specific Enduring Understandings: 
 Writing evolved from Mesopotamian’s cuneiform clay tablets to Egyptian hieroglyphics.  
 The ancient mystery of who killed King Tut may never be solved.  
 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit:  
Overarching Essential Questions: 
 Can a civilization ever really die? 
 Where do you go when you die? 
 What are the qualities of a strong leader? 
 
Unit Specific Essential Questions: 
 Were the Egyptians the first medical examiners and morticians?  
 Should we all be packing for the afterlife? 
 Why does the Nile flow North? 
 What were the gifts of the Nile? 
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Teaching And Learning Experiences Used To Help Students Understand: 
Mapping and graphing activities. (D1a, R7) 
Projects that reflect the cultural diversity of Egypt: cartouche, headdress, and scroll.  (D1d, R7) 
Informal assessments: Egyptian tomb (E1a, R7 & R4) 
Formal assessment: feature article (A1f & A1h, R1) 
Students will question, evaluate, conclude, and defend their positions about the ongoing mystery of who 
killed King Tut and why. (A1i & A1g, W9) 
Current events & articles (B1a, R8) 
 
How technology will be used to increase student achievement: 
Students will use the internet (www.classzone.com)  
DVDs “The Mystery of King Tut”, “Nefertiti”, “Cleopatra”, “Hatshepsut” (Library) 
www.classzone.com, www.googleearth.com, www.portaportal.com 
Various DVDs on Egyptian geography and culture. 
  
Instructional Resources: 
World Culture and Geography book. 
Ancient World Book. 
Literature such as various plays and books such as Mesopotamia: Iraq in Ancient Times by Peter Crisp 
The Egypt Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder, Legend of the Pharaoh’s Tomb by Allan Frewin Jones 
Heroines, great women in history by Rebecca Hazell. (this has famous women from Egypt) 
The Golden Sandal, a Middle Eastern Cinderella Tale, by Rebecca Hickox,  Daily life in ancient and 
modern Cairo, by Joan D. Barghusen, The Nile by Michael Pollard, and other books by Bobby Kalman. 
Plays: “Isis & Osiris”, “Hatshepsut”, etc. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment, including a STANDARDS-BASED rubric or criteria for evaluation of student achievement. 
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